Learning to Write

Learning to write involves much more than forming letters of the alphabet. It includes
understanding such ideas as why people write and how they organize words on a page. Your
child will go through stages of development while learning to write just as she did learning -
to talk. Watch for your child to develop the following skills.
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Supporting your child’s developing writing
skills

From a very young age, your child learns about
writing from you. When you write on a calen-
dar, you show your child that words and thoughts
can be written down. Your child will need many
opportunities to experiment with writing. Here
are some ways you can help:

* Involve your child in writing experiences that
mean something to her. She might help you
write a grocery list or thank you note. Writ-
ing random letters over and over before her
muscles are ready may be frustrating and
cause her to loose interest.

Introduce the names of letters and their sounds
by pointing them out in books, restaurant
signs, or in your home. Play sound games
like singing “Binkle, binkle, little star”. Of-
fer letter puzzles, magnet letters, or letters cut
from cloth and sandpaper. Your child needs
to use all her senses to learn about these sym-
bols.

Share many kinds of books, magazines, and
other reading materials with your child.

Fill a box with crayons, pencils, scrap paper,
tape, stamps, and other items that encourage
writing. You will need to set limits on how
to use these items safely.

Model writing for your child. Tell her why
you write on the calendar or in a checkbook.
Offer materials such as old checkbooks and
calendars for her to pretend to write just like

you.
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